
Mohs Micrographic
and PDEMA Surgery

SKIN CANCER DETECTION & TREATMENT EXPERTS





PDEMA (Peripheral and Deep En Face Margin Assessment) surgery is the most advanced

PDEMA



clinicians



In addition to our Surgeons and Skin Cancer Doctors, the team includes Pathologists & Nurses who are experienced in diagnosing and caring 
for patients who have skin cancers at all stages of their diagnosis and treatment, as well as a laboratory technician who quickly and skilfully 
prepares the tissue for microscopic examination.

PDEMA PDEMA







9



PDEMA

PDEMA
PDEMA



Treatment method Points for Points against

Mohs micrographic / PDEMA  
surgery

• Highest cure rate
• Smallest scar
• All tissue examined

• Time consuming
• Expensive

Excision with closure • Fast •  May not remove all cancer, especially if 

• Does not examine all specimen margins

 
treated before unsuccessfully

Excision and closure with frozen 
sections in operating room

• Examines some tissue at surgery • Does not examine all tissue removed
 

• Expensive

Curettage and electrodesiccation • Fast
 

• Inexpensive
• Likely to leave tumour if on face or if 

 

   previously treated
 

Radiotherapy (X-rays) • Non-surgical • May scar 
• Requires 15-20 treatment sessions  
• Expensive

Cryosurgery • Fast 
• Inexpensive

• May not treat all of tumour 
• May scar

Laser • “Hi-tech” deeper roots  
• Expensive

• Superficial and unlikely to cure

Topical Therapy (Efudix, Aldara) • Good cosmetic result 
• Inexpensive

• Unlikely to cure cancer if large or if    
  deeper cancer roots

Photodynamic Therapy (PDT) • Excellent cosmetic outcome • May not cure cancer if large or if  
   deeper cancer roots 
• Expensive
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Points for Points against

Natural healing 
(secondary 
intention)

• No further surgery 
• Less expensive

• Takes 4-8 weeks  
   to heal 
• Noticeable scar 
   may result

Points for Points against

Repair with 
sutures 
(stitches)

• Fast healing  
   (usually 1 week) 
• May have less 
   noticeable scarring

• Further surgery 
   required 
• More expensive
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Skin Institute Queenstown
10/12 Hawthorne Drive,
Remarkables Park,
Frankton,
Queenstown
03 442 2255

Skin Institute Richmond
Lower Queen Street Health
1st Floor, 
349-355 Lower Queen Street,
Richmond,
Nelson
03 539 0175

Note: Not all clinics o�er Mohs micrographic / PDEMA surgery. September 2024.
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